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The Minutes of the Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday July 21st 2009 in Lea Village Hall.    Commencing at 19:30 hours.
 95/09:    Present: Cllr J M Cull; (In the Chair), Cllrs A W Barnes (7:37 p.m.); M J Crockett; A P    

 Fuller; B E Gore; M B Porter, S Hunt; N. T Maidment (7:37p.m.).  

              In Attendance: Mr T R Sturgis.  

              1 member of the Public present.

 96/09:    Apologies: Cllr P J Mounsey (Holiday). The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mike Porter to the Parish Council.  Cllr Porter’s Register of Member’s Interest had been forwarded to the Wiltshire Monitoring Officer. 

 97/09:     Declarations of Interest: None.

  98/09:     Public Questions:  Leafield farm, Cresswell Lane, Lea. The Applicant introduced herself to the members and in the light of the refusal of the first Planning Application introduced the proposals for the revised scheme.  An outline was given in relation to acreage directly owned and that held under rental. Details of the existing livestock held, consisting of cattle and sheep was disclosed.  The applicant had submitted an application for an additional agricultural building under permitted development rights. The members asked various questions regarding the proposed application.  The Chairman thanked the applicant for her time and assured her that the matter would be fully considered at the appropriate time and that her submission would be taken into account.    The Applicant withdrew from the Meeting at 19:40 hours.

99/09:    Minutes: The Minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Council held on Tuesday May 19th 2009 (Folios 664/665/666/667), having been circulated were taken as read and signed as true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.   

  100/09:   Action Points:
        143/08:  Parish Shed:       Roofing.  Padlock return.
                                               Rental: Quarterly payment received.

      42/09:    Village Hall:      Risk assessment - copy of report required

101/09:    Correspondence: 

      WC: Details of Amenities & Leisure Team   North Wilts.

      Bobby Van Trust:  Acknowledgement of £25:00 donation.

    WC:  Parish Steward: Dates of visits.

      WC:   Transport, Environment & Leisure (TEL).  New Departmental Directory. 

      WC:    Area Board Highway Information.  “2nd” edition 

      SLCC: 35th National Conference 23rd/25th OCTOBER 2009.

      WC:  Declaration of Election Results – Brinkworth Division.

WALC:  June 2009:  NTS clerk’s bursary scheme 2009; New tools in the box for local   councils; Local Council Administration by Charles Arnold Baker 8th edition; Online publishing service launched or local community groups; Job Vacancy; Consultation – possible changes to the administration of concessionary travel; The balance of power – Central & Local Government – Report of the House of Commons’ Communities & Local Government Committee; new Cllrs Guide; Communities Progress Report.   Flyers: Take the Challenge – engage more effectively with young people in the parish. July 16th in Devizes Cost £15:00 + VAT.

      WC: Town & Parish Newsletter – July 2009 circulated by e-mail.

      Wilts PCT: Swine Flu letter by e-mail.  Appointment of “Friend” suggestion.  

WC: Information re Community Area Grants and procedure for raising issues with Area Board.

      NALC: Local Council Awards relaunched.  Procedures and categories

      CVS: Change of name to more suit changes in Wilts Unitary Authority and loss of District   Council to “DEVELOP Enhancing Community Support”. 

      WC: Count of rough sleepers.   None












671

101/09:    Correspondence: (Cont’d)

      Wilts PCT:  Swine Flu briefing note.  A discussion took placed on the topic of Swine Flu.  Suggested that there should perhaps be an item in the PCC Newsletter, although it would not appear until October.  That the Rev East should be made aware of these matters together with the thoughts of the PC and a suggested way forward.  Information should be posted on the various boards for public information.  Perhaps the suggested setting up of a”Friends” system should be explored for the benefit of all residents.   

     WALC: July 2009  Quality Status awarded to Warminster TC; Death of Charles Arnold Baker; NALC  Conference & Exhibition; NALC Local Council Awards (see above); NALC/SLCC Networking Lunch December 11th 2009 Theme is Why The E-Portal Matters to Local Councils.  NALC Leadership Academy 15th/18th September 2009, 

102/09:   Police Matters:   No report – No attendance                                                              
      103/09:   Planning Matters:

  a)  Minutes: 

    The Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday June 16th 2009 (Folios 668/669),   having been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.    

   b) Planning applications:  None.

   c) Appeal Rejected: 08/01989/FUL – The Nursery, Garsdon. SN18 9NW 

Single Storey Extension. The appeal was dismissed on June 26 2009. The Inspector concluded that the development would cause harm to the predominantly rural character and appearance of the locality.  As such the proposal would be contrary to policies C2 and H8 of the NWDC Local Plan 2011, which requires new development, amongst other matters, to respect its locality and be in keeping with host building.           

  d)  Enforcement matters: 14 St Giles Close, Lea.

     An inspection has been carried and generally found to be as planning consent.  However a door has been substituted for a window, not considered to be an issue.  A rear wall has been extended to 2 metres in height; this requires a planning application within 21 days or height reduced to the approved height. i.e. 1m.     Traffic/parking does not appear to be contentious although there is a considerable dropped kerb which has taken up at least 1½ parking spaces.  Clerk to discuss with Highways. 

  e) Windward House: Shed being erected in rear garden.  Discussion with Planning Liaison   Officer to determine if Planning Permission required.  The Clerk was requested to further explore this matter with the Planning Enforcement Team.

     104/09:   Wiltshire Council: Mr Sturgis advised that he was the elected member, for the Brinkworth Division on the Malmesbury Area Board.  He held the Portfolio for Amenities and Leisure Services. A Climate Change Board was being set up.  A Wiltshire Environmental Alliance was also being established.   Mr Sturgis was also involved with the scrutiny of the Wiltshire Council waste collection procedures.

      105/09:    Rights Of Way:                                                                            

a) Area Repair Team: Noted that the Area Repair team would be in the Parish during part of 2009.  

b) Steps and Posts: Cllr Crockett requested 3 or 4 sets of short steps and 8 posts are obtained.

c) Map: A paper copy of the A3 map was returned to the Clerk.

d) Repairs: The stile in Little Badminton Lane had been repaired following a complaint from a Resident. Repairs had also been carried out to F/P 9 and also F/P 7 (School Lane).
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106/09:     Meetings:

           a) Dev Con.  No attendance.

           b) Malmesbury Area Board:

               The Chairman reported on attendance at the 1st Area Board.  Mr John Thomson was the Chair, Simon Killane was Vice Chair.   Mrs C A Soden and Mr T R Sturgis were the other 2 members.  There were various presentations.  Mr Sturgis advised that all issues raised at the Area 1 Committee have been carried forward to the new Board to be dealt with. Issues aris1ng from the area should be forwarded for submission and consideration by the Area Board.   The Chairman felt that the new format was a step in the right direction.

           c) M&VCAP: The Chairman reported on the AGM of the Partnership held on July 15th.  The TOR was still a problem for many; however there would be no funding from WC without acquiescence to the terms and conditions as required by WC. The definition of membership was also another bone of contention as were voting rights.   However the TOR was voted in by the majority present.  Membership was open to anyone living and/or working in the Malmesbury Community Area.  Upgrading of Broadband and the advancement of the Transport Hub were the two of the main topics in hand.  The new Community Plan was also in progress.   The new Officers consisting of Chair, Sid Jevons; 2 Vice Chairs, Ray Sanderson and Rachel Miles were elected.  Paul Dove was elected Treasurer.  Mr Sturgis indicated that the Partnership had to work as it was an integral part of the new system.

107/09:     Neighbourhood Watch:

New Signs:  A suggestion tabled by the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for the village, Mr P Dewick was discussed.  This proposal suggested 7 new signs in various locations. The Signs would be fixed by external contractors at a cost of £12:00 each + VAT.  RESOLVED that these were too many signs and that the Chairman should discuss the matter further with Mr Dewick before proceeding.    

108/909:   Jubilee Playing Field:

                  a)  Inspection reports:  Missing beam had been removed and was not being replaced.                                                            

                 b) Safety Matting: This would be laid as soon as possible.

                 c) Western Boundary Hedge: The owner of this hedge had indicated that he planned to proceed with the removal of the hedge as granted under 07/02821/TCA and replace it with a stone wall 2 metres high. The wooden post and rail fence erected along this boundary when the Playing Field was designated would also be removed.        

                 d) Tree Safety: Attention was drawn to the Parish Council’s duty of care in relation to the trees on the site. RESOLVED that the Clerk should seek advice from the WC Tree Officer.

                 e) Appointment:  Cllr Fuller was appointed to fill the vacancy on the JPFJMC.                            

  109/09:    Highways: 

               a) Parish Steward: The Steward had been in the Parish on July 13th/14th & 15th and would next visit on September 9th/10th & 14th.

 110/09:   Finance:

            a) Budget/Payment Statement: The Statement as at date of meeting had been circulated and was accepted by those present.
       b): Payments: The action in making the following payments between meetings was approved:  A W Services: Grass Cutting £391:42 (Cheque 000426 £391:42); Information Commissioner: Annual fee £35:00 (Cheque 000427 £35:00); A Bailey & Sons Limited:  Tensioning Handle for Tennis Net £23:00 (Cheque 000428 £ 23:00);   A W Services: Grass Cutting £391:42 (Cheque 000429 £391:42).  The members checked and approved for payment the following accounts: Clerk’s Salary & Expenses for ¼ ended June 30th 2009 £756:37. (Cheque No 430 £756:37). Local Council Review - Annual Subscription £13:50 pa. (Cheque No 431 £13:30.) 

 c) Appointed Day & Exercising of Elector’s Rights: The required Notice had been posted on each notice board.   Appointed Day August 17th 2009.

 d) Local Council Administration Handbook: RESOLVED that the 8th Edition of this Handbook be purchased at a cost of £53:60 + £2:00 Post and packing. (Cheque No 000432 £55:60).
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111/09:   Unitary Authority:   
a) Additional Grass Cutting: Nothing to report.  However since raising the matter at the last meeting with Mr Sturgis the incidence and standard had improved.   Mr Sturgis commented that the cutting Rota’s had been adhered to.

b) Additional Road Sweeping: The sweeping of the village streets had been more frequent than hitherto.

112/09:   Public Phone Boxes within the Parish:

a) Maintenance of Power supplies: To maintain electricity supplies to both boxes would cost approx £100:00 per annum.   RESOLVED not to proceed with the continuance of electricity supplies.   Clerk to advise Scottish & Southern accordingly.  Transfer of ownership should now be completed shortly 

 113/09:  Lea Allotments:

a) Vacancy:  Cllr Fuller was appointed to fill the vacant Allotment Supervisor position.

 114/09:    Information only: 

           a) Centenarian: It was reported that Mr James Dinsdale would be celebrating his 100th birthday   on August 18th.  

                  b) Best Kept Village Competition Result: The Clerk read the following report on the judging.

             “The villages judged were Biddestone, Charlton, Sutton Benger, Yatton Keynell, Castle Combe, Lea & Cleverton, Dauntsey and Christian Malford. In equal 4th place was Lea & Cleverton.  The Churchyard was good and is clearly regularly maintained in contrast to the nearby telephone box which was tired and forgotten.  The Jubilee Fields were in excellent condition and well managed including a children’s play area.  The pub car park and co-located re-cycling area was tidy and litter free, likewise the Village Hall and the Baptist Chapel. The allotments were excellent and all appeared to be in use with little mess and no litter.  Notice Boards were tidy and items displayed were current.  The School playgrounds are well cared for and free of litter and debris.  We found no dog fouling.  The map was particularly useful helping us to find the features of the village”.

             .  
   115/09: DATE of next Meeting: RESOLVED that the next meeting, of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council be held on Tuesday September 15th 2009, in Lea Village Hall.   Commencing at 19:30 hours.              

                   Apologies in advance: Cllr Barnes, due to his absence on holiday tendered his apologies for non attendance at the above PC meeting on Sept 15th
In the absence of any further items for discussion the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the proceedings at 21:15 hours.

Signed:                                                                                          Date:

